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BUILDING A TREND  
by Jessica Luck | Community Editor Green scheme

A rising trend in building homes and improving homes’ functionality  
is going green, making sure a home is as eco-friendly as possible.  

That trend is hitting Longboat Key in a variety of ways.

L ongboat Key is looking a little bit green-
er these days. From the small changes 
— compact fluorescent light bulbs and 

household-cleaning products — to the large 
— solar energy panels — residences are getting 
makeovers, as their owners become more eco-
friendly and do their part to conserve energy. 

The Longboat community — encompass-
ing everything from houses to condominiums 
to a four-star resort — has begun to embrace 
the “going-green” trend in a multitude of ways. 
And, now, with the Key’s first green-communi-
ty condominium development scheduled to be 
completed in 2009, going green has even infil-
trated the high-end luxury market.

The project
Bleu Claire

From the first nail hammered into place, Bleu 
Claire luxury condominiums will be built green 
from the ground up. The 11 mid-Key residenc-
es, ranging from 4,813 to 7,516 square feet, will 
be the first on the Key to be constructed adher-
ing to design standards provided by the Florida 
Green Building Coalition. The condos will boast 
high-efficiency lighting, building materials us-
ing low volatile organic compounds (VOCs), a 
white, insulated roof to reduce heat absorption, 
sealed air ducts to maintain air quality, pervi-
ous pavers that allow rainwater to seep into the 
ground for natural drainage, energy-saving wall 
insulation, highly-rated exterior wall insulation 
and hot-water recirculation in each residence.

“I think it (building green) is a must,” said 
Randy Moore, managing partner with devel-
oper Crossgate Partners. “I think developments 
today need to incorporate green aspects, be-
cause it’s important to the buyers and it’s im-
portant to the community.”

Moore’s company has started green construc-
tion on another new development: Bay Street 
in Sarasota. The first buildings, which will 
have been built using strict environmentally 
friendly methods as required by the Florida 
Green Building Coalition and LEED, will be 
completed in April 2008 after about a year of 
construction. 

“When we hired a consultant to advise us for 
Bay Street, we started seeing the importance 
of this not just from a buyer’s perspective, but 
we also saw things that were easy for us to do,” 
Moore said. “While it might increase cost an 
additional 3% to 5%, the long-term benefits 
definitely outweigh any costs.”

With its building plans currently under re-
view by the town of Longboat Key, the com-
pany hopes to start construction on Longboat 
Key’s first green condominiums by mid-2008. 
During construction, Moore’s team will limit 
the dust-and-pollen outputs, which can linger 
in air ducts even while owners settle in. Situ-
ated on the Gulf of Mexico beach, Bleu Claire 
will also offer hurricane protection for its resi-
dents and will adhere to strict lighting codes 
that impact loggerhead turtles. Moore said that 
although prices range from $3 million and up 
to $5 million for the 7,500-square-foot pent-
houses, the buyers’ incentives will attract cus-
tomers not only concerned with quality build-
ing and luxury homes, but owners also looking 
to make an impact on the environment and see 
savings over time.

The benefits of building green start with bet-
ter air quality and health benefits and lead to 
large savings over time. Water conservation is 
seen in a 30% to 50% decrease in the amount 
of water used, and the units will be 25% to 30% 
more energy efficient than their non-green 
counterparts. In addition, each residence will 
be equipped with proper trash chutes in their 
apartments that will separate waste materials 
for recycling so the trend of going green can 
continue once the construction team is gone 
and residents have moved in. 

The resort
Longboat Key Club and Resort

The Longboat Key Club and Resort is known as one 
of the premier resorts in the area — even the state — but 
it’s taking its title one step further. Currently, the club is 
seeking green certification by programs with the state 
of Florida such as the Florida Green Lodging Associa-
tion and Sarasota County programs such as the Green 
Business Partnership, which currently has 20 business 
members in the area. But making the switch to serv-
ing all-organic food in the club’s two restaurants and 
at its two grilles, changing lighting throughout the club 
to energy-saving compact fluorescent, establishing an 
all-club recycling program and installing a reverse-os-
mosis water system is not an easy task according to the 
30 members of the club’s Green Committee, which has 
hopes of implementing these changes within a year’s 
time.

“It’s a large commitment, but it’s doable,” said Rick 
Benninghove, the club’s resort manager and chairman 
of the Green Committee. “It takes a tremendous amount 
of time and energy to get the process going, as with any 
culture change, but as time goes on, it becomes a way of 
life, automatic thinking.”

The first step, serving more organic foods to the club’s 
members, took one year to implement. Bob Weil, food 
and beverage director and Green Committee member, 
said finding the right vendors to supply organic meats, 
fish and vegetables is an ongoing process. Currently 
the club’s Spike ’N’ Tees restaurant serves 80% organic 
food, while dinner at Sands Pointe restaurant is also 
about 80%.

“It is such an undertaking to do it right,” Weil said.
The switch to organic food options was met with 

much less resistance than originally thought. Weil 
started with Spike ’N’ Tees, replacing the golfer crowd’s 
beloved hamburgers and salad bar options with organic 
beef burgers and organic greens. No one even noticed 
the switch, and members even began ordering the more 
eco-friendly options, a sign that support for the move-
ment is out there. 

“We want to leave our thumbprint on the green move-
ment,” Weil said.

The Green Committee’s first official meeting was Nov. 
1, but Benninghove said the Leadership Committee on 
the property has been discussing plans for the last year 
to implement green ways of doing things on site. Despite 
upfront costs that are likely to occur, Benninghove said 
the 75% energy savings from lighting alone and cutting 
down on waste through recycling are huge savings.

“Being one of the largest pieces of real estate and one 
of the largest employers on the Key, we have a real mor-
al obligation to do that,” Benninghove said. “It’s some-
thing to work toward.”

Communication is a main aspect of the green project 
for the Key Club. Not only are the club’s 400 employ-
ees beginning to advocate for environmentally-friendly 
practices, but the club hopes that by making this com-
mitment it will also be able to educate its guests on 
practices they can implement once they return home, 
such as printing things out on two-sided paper, thus 
continuing a growing trend.

“Communication is just getting people to do things 
differently, and it doesn’t have to cost money,” Benning-
hove said. “True savings are a mixed bag, and, in the 
long run, we do expect a challenge for us to keep push-See GREEN SCHEME page 10C
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The Longboat Key Club and Resorts Green Committee held 
its inaugural meeting Nov. 1 to discuss ways the club can 
become more environmentally friendly.
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Bleu Claire, Longboat Key’s first condominium community built using green standards, is scheduled to be completed in 2009.
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440 Gulf of Mexico Drive
Longboat Key, Florida 34228

• QUEENS HARBOUR
“perfection” is not overstated! Golf course & lake views from 3-
4BR/3.5BA “Essex” model fine tuned w/every quality appointment. Kitchen & family 
room feature granite countertops, upgraded appliances, customized media center & 
speaker system. Volume ceilings, plantation shutters, crown moldings. Gas heated 
pool, spa & outdoor kitchen. MLS#360666                              $1,449,000.

• SUNSEt BEAcH
designer showcase Direct gulf views from living room, dining area, kitchen 
& both bedrooms. Completely renovated - tile floors, granite countertops, plush 
carpeting. Turnkey furnished, under-bldg parking. MLS#320200      $1,195000.

3/4 Br on the canal with Bayou views! Newly capped seawall w/room for 
sailboat & power boat. Large pool & spa area. 2 car garage & workshop. Remodeled 
this year with new furnishings that are included! Friendly area of just 50 homes. A 
beautiful must see home. MLS#359120                                           $995,000.

• BUttONwOOd HARBOUR

direct Bay views highlight this great opportunity at Pelican Harbour. Partially 
furnished and ready for your finishing touches. Pivate beach access on gulfside. 
Tennis, boat docks and heated pool on Bayside. One of Longbaot Key’s favorite and 
most friendly condominiums. MLS#359460                                      $429,000.

• pElicAN HARBOUR

great gulf & Bay views from this 3,550 sq. ft. Gulf-to-Bay condominium. 
World-class amenities, concierge, pool & spa, billiard, media, theatre & fitness 
rooms. MLS#344437                                                                 $2,995,000.

• Ritz cARltON BEAcH RESidENcES

stunning new construction! 4BD, 4BA, Key West Style home on protected 
boating water just 2 homes from the Bay. Exceptional construction with top-of-the-
line finishes. 3-car garage, pool. MLS#325023                                $3,250,000.

• SiEStA kEy

gated Bay front estate w/south east exposure. Two separate living areas, 4 
bedrooms en suite, 61/2 baths, office, furnishings, pool & spa, 3 car tiled garage, 
boat, personal  water crafts and lifts. Direct views of  Bay, City & Siesta Key.            
MLS#300928                                          $5,295,000.       

 sold

updated 3Bd/2Ba condo overlooks beach front pool out to the 
Gulf. Boat slips and tennis courts on bay side. 2 covered parking 
spaces. MLS#289985                                         $619,000.

• lONgBOAt kEy yAcHt & tENNiS

sold
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• BiRd kEy

michael saunders & companymichael saunders & company
Licensed Real Estate Broker • Exclusive Affiliate Of Sotheby’s International Realty & Leading Estates Of The World

4Br/3Ba renovated 2,200+ Sq. Ft. home Screened lanai, heated pool, family room, 
2 car garage. Boat dock available.                                                   $599,000.

• pRicE REdUctiON • BUttONwOOd HARBOUR

Mls# 348099 Must see!

longBoat Key living at its best . Beautifully updated! 3 bedroom, 3 bath, 1832 
sq.ft. residence with wrap-a-round balcony with views of the Gulf & Golf Course, 
Sanctuary amenities include: tennis, beach, golf, heated pool & spa, fitness center, 
large clubhouse and security gate. MLS# 367976                           $1,150,000.       

• SANctUARy

sAlE PENdING

KItchEN - FAmIly Room

The condominium
Windward Bay

The 151-unit Windward Bay condominium has also 
joined the green movement, in a natural way. About a 
year ago, unit owners began hearing pitches from the 
Grounds Committee about ways to conserve water. 
The condo has more open land than most on the Key 
— 60,000 square feet that needed to be irrigated. 
With half a million blades of grass to water once a 
week, the condo’s well water was in high demand. But 
by removing the grass and non-native Florida plants 
on the south end of the property and replacing it with 
30 varieties of Florida-friendly and Florida-native 
plants and shrubs, the residents have seen not only 
a decline in the water used, but are now looking for 
more ways to become a little greener.

“We thought the concept would take two years to 
achieve a nice full look, but in two to three months it 
had filled out,” said Jerry Gornowicz, chairman of the 
Grounds Committee. 

After replanting the grassy area in May, Gornow-
icz said plans are in the works for redoing a second 
landscape zone on the property as well. And the new 
landscaping has added benefits beyond saving mon-
ey. Now birds and butterflies are more prominent in 
the area, and residents can watch the action by sit-
ting on a new bench on the edge of the bay, which is 
reachable by a pathway that winds through the newly 
landscaped zone.

In addition, Windward Bay has also looked into re-
searching solar panels for residences, and now heats 
both pools on site with energy-saving methods such 
as a geothermal-energy heat pump, which saves about 
$5,000 to $6,000 a year according to Windward Bay 
Manager Steve Gooding.

“The whole point is to create a community outlook 
and to get away from using fossil fuels as much as 
possible,” Gooding said.

GREEN SCHEME continued from page 1C

The house
Rusty Chinnis

The move to going green for contractor and Longboat 
Key Village resident Rusty Chinnis began about 20 years 
ago. At that time, Chinnis owned Solar Concepts, which 
provided customers with solar-energy options for heat-
ing pools and domestic water heaters. The business lasted 
about five years until tax credits for energy-saving devices 
were cut. It wasn’t until the last few months, however, 
that Chinnis made the decision to not only offer green- 
building concepts with his contracting business, but also 
adopt the green lifestyle in his own home.

“It’s a feel-good thing,” Chinnis said about going green. 
“I decided if I’m going to offer clients different strategies 
to do this, then I have to do it myself.”

Chinnis started with smaller changes, as most people 
do, and began reusing plastic bags and bringing his own 
bags to the grocery. Whole Foods offers 10 cents off a pur-
chase to customers who bring in their own bags. The next 
step was replacing household-cleaning products with 

environmentally friendly cleaners for everything from 
dishwashing detergent to car cleaners. Chinnis said he 
saw that when he cleaned his truck, the cleaning prod-
ucts would run out to the street, down the drain and filter 
out into Sarasota Bay. And, Chinnis said the switch from 
a hot-water tank to a more expensive tankless electric 
heater that only heats water on demand was well worth 
it.

“It starts to pay for itself right away,” Chinnis said.
With his business, Chinnis said he has begun to replace 

outside lights at many condos on the Key with energy-
saving LED lights, which save not only energy but also 
reduce the amount of heat given off that can force air-
conditioning systems to work harder. And the newest 
product he’s excited about is the Brac Greywater System, 
which filters water from the sink for flushing toilets in the 
house, a 40% consumption savings.

But the changes don’t just stop in the house. Outside, 
Chinnis has installed a solar-heating panel (passive-solar 
batch heater) on the roof of his house, which heats up to 
40 gallons of water as needed, and has replaced his yard’s 
irrigation system with a micro-spray system that only di-
rects water where it is needed. 

EarthBoxes have also been installed all around the 
yard, which grow everything from plants to herbs, toma-
toes and even a fig tree.

In a world increasingly concerned about not only the 
environment of today but also of the future, Chinnis said 
he sees environmental conservation as something with 
staying power. Replacing compact fluorescent bulbs with 
LED lights, using low VOC paint and replacing hard-
wood floor with faster-growing bamboo flooring is some-
thing everyone can do. 

“Really, why would you not do it?” Chinnis said. “It’s 
fun and it becomes addicting.”
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Longboat Key resident and contractor Rusty Chinnis shows 
off the EarthBoxes at his home that grow everything from 
tomatoes and herbs to this fig tree.

The Grounds Committee at Windward Bay installed a 
new gravel path in May, leading from the south end of the 
property out to Sarasota Bay. The walk is now lined with 
Florida-native and Florida-friendly plants, shrubs and trees.

Landmark Bayfront EstatE ProPErty
1.7 Acres and 270 feet on the bay. Beautiful high 
elevation surrounded by old oak trees. A long 
secluded drive leads to open bay views and sun-
sets. Can be sold as 2 bayfront lots $5,750,000

EnchantEd IsLEs Yachtsman & Fisherman's 
paradise. Private, gated enclave. Sweeping bay 
vistas. $2,990,000

BIrd kEy custom homE Elegantly appointed 
and located on a quiet street. New kitchen, bath 
and paint 2007. Beautiful spa and pool. 4 bedroom 
plus office and bonus room, 3 car garage. Great 
separate guest suite of 3 rooms. $1,595,000

WEst of thE traIL Reminiscent of a 1930's 
Beverly Hills Ranch and featured in Style 
Magazine. This home offers elegant style and 
resonates sophistication and Florida charm. Half 
acre lot and one block to open bay. $1,450,000

soPhIstIcatEd, carEfrEE LIfEstyLE
Stroll to beach or St. Armands Circle, then 
enjoy sunsets from the upper terrace. 
Abundant tropical patios and light, open rooms 
perfectly remodeled. Ideal, low maintenance 
beach retreat. $1,275,000

saraBay country cLuB Double golf course 
lot. Park-like setting with exquisite finishes. 
Turkish travertine floors, custom kitchen, paneled 
library, walled gardens, private pool. 2007 Corvette 
included in the sale of this home! $1,299,000

GracIous LIvInG aWaIts Custom home on 
3/4 acre, 6600 SF private paradise with separate 
guest quarters, grand outdoor terrace, gated com-
munity with beach and marina access. $2,775,000

aLInarI Unobstructed bay views from this most 
desirable Monte Verde plan. 2 bedrooms plus 
den and many upgrades. Concierge, garage and 
5 star amenities. $935,000

BIrd kEy WatErfront Exceptional price. 
Elegant tropical retreat surrounded by 25 
coconut palms and exotic plantings. Wood 
floors, plantation shutters, new roof in 2003, 
excellent dock area with long views to sun-
sets. You will fall in love! $1,595,000

a nIcE IsLand rEtrEat! Enjoy all of St. 
Armand's and Lido Beach. Cheerfully deco-
rated and updated 2 bedroom 2 bath ground 
level condominium overlooking courtyard 
and pool. $425,000
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